DETROIT

MALAYALEE
ASSOCIATION
www.dmausa.org

Alayo g
6)2IM

@RUB0 RWO0

3all(@9 a3es!




National Grocerles

Indian Cuisine

Catering & Carry out of your needs
33148 Ryan Road,
Sterling Heights, Ml, 48120
Phone: 586-268-8225

Weekend Buffet & Banquet Hall Available




OFFICE BEARERS
President: Boby Thomas
Vice President Rajesh Nair
General Secretary: Ashok Jordan
Joint Secretary: Sadeep Muraleedharan
Treasurer: Osborne David
Joint Treasurer: Narayanan Namboodiri
BOT
Chairman: Sudarsana Kurup
Secretary: Saijan Kaniyodikal
Vice Chairman: Rajesh Kutty
Current President: Boby Thomas
Ex-Officio: Biju Joseph

EDITORIAL BOARD
Chief Editor: Saijan Kaniyodikal
Aiswariya Dinesh
Devika Rajesh, Dinesh Lakshmanan
Brijesh Gopal
WOMEN'S FORUM
President: Sumini Jordan
Secretary: Jayasree Brijesh
YOUTH FORUM
Chair Person: Madhav Nair
Vice Chair Person: Maria Scaria
Executive Committee
Abhinand Vijayakumar
Antony William
Ashok Jordan
Biju Kalapurakal
Binu Mathew
Brijesh Gopalakrishnan
Daniel John
Diaz Thomas
George Vannilam
Jayakrishnan Thundathil
Jithu Prasad Joseph Kunnummyalil
Jose Lukose Kavungal Ramachandran
Krishnakumar Nair Libin John
Madhu Nair Manoj Warrier
Manoj Jaiji Mathews Cheruvil
Mohan Panangavil Narayanan Namboodiri
Noble Thomas Osborne David
Paul Kuriakose Pradeep Srinivasan
Praveen Nair Prince Abraham
Rajeev Joseph Rajesh Kutty
Rajesh Nair Rojan Thomas
Roy Pillai Sadeep Muraleedharan
Sandeep Palakkal Sajan George Elengikal
Saijan Kaniyodikal Sam Mathew
Sanju Koithara Sanu Kuriakose Thomas
Sooraj Satheesh Sreekumar Kambath
Sudarsana Kurup Sunil Paingol
Thomas Karthanal

Abhilash Paul

Ajith Ayyampilly
Antony Manalel
Basil George
Biju Joseph
Boby Thomas
Charls Thomas
Deepesh Gopalakrishnan
Dinesh Lakshmanan
Gigi Paul

e

President's MeSSAZE. ..............ccoccooovvveveeeeeeereseeeeeeseeeeeseeseeneenn, 02
@nIoenil CI2AV @YLIg [0S
@RWanDL] AUFIDHIG] GREIBY2 NI, ..., 03

OOMVERM BN IS1H6@3

MOHANLAL: The Man, The Magic, The Memory

DeVika RAJESH. ............coooeoeveeeeeeeeeee e 05

£1@ MIRB; - B0) HLINHIOHMIa]o
VeI 2] MINIMEBBUB. ... 05
3laljo o6l
oLIm 09
)2 ill@ 2)0z] 09
@O B0 10

THE TIMELESS RESONANCE OF “KIREEDAM?. ..........cccccccevevunn 11
Sreeja Sreekumar

Y T Y 1[0 17 N T = o YT = L1 YOS 13
WY 0)208 2lvoosInigemo

GROWING UP WITH LALETTAN. ........coomvumririsnsninsssnsssssssssssssnses 17
Dinesh Lakshmanan

@DEMDNDM BRONIIMD. ...eveeeeeeeereeerreeerseeesseeessseessessssseesssesssenseens 19
MEAVOMITT @RoMV Q/(&(//))”Im)"

92188l MITNQOMICLIA AVIIDIDIO. ....eveeeeeeereereereereereeresreseeereerenns 21
2lm] av)eoays

THE ART OF BEING 16. ........ooovvorreeeereessreesssssesssesessessssssssssssssesnans 25
Samridhi Pradeep

THE MONKEY. .....ooooiooiomeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeessesssseaessssssessessasssessasesaeees 29
Arya

THE DOG WHO CHOSE ME- RIO. .......covoemoerrereeeeeeeerseeenensssnnn 32
Maitreya Jordan

BEYOND SELF DEFENCE. .........oooooivvosrveeeoessssssessssessssssssesnssssnn 33
Siya Sandeep

WOMEN'S FORUM UPDATE. .......cocovmiiviomoioeoeeseeeeoseeseeseseeese s 35

TSP 37
061l 0oaV

BT N0 103 1= PSP 39
08aVa0)3108 @1Y3ldSeI0W]

RECIPES

CREAMY GINGER CHOCOLATE POT. ........cc.cocoooviiiiiirirseerennnn, 41
Boni Koithara

QNAHYBDG. oo 43

@0ai@syp 31Gaiat

The cover image is an artistic Al-generated representation created for
tribute purposes and is not an official photograph.

A /al



MARCH-APRIL 2026

Dear Friends,

It is with immense joy and gratitude that I extend my warmest
greetings to all of you as we celebrate this special edition dedicated to
one of Indian cinema’s most extraordinary artists - Padma Bhushan and
Dadasaheb Phalke Award recipient, Shri Mohanlal, our beloved Lalettan.

This is the biggest show our Malayalee community could have ever
imagined, and I am truly proud that, as the DMA President, I had the
privilege of bringing this unforgettable experience to our community
together with my remarkable team.
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Lalettan is woven into the life of every Malayalee, no matter where

in the world we live. While Onam connects us to our roots in the

cities we call home, celebrating Lalettan brings all of us together in

one place, united by emotion, nostalgia, and pride. He is not just
an actor-he is a feeling, a presence, a part of our everyday life.

As we celebrate him, [ would also like to express my heartfelt
appreciation to my entire team at DMA. This special edition becomes
more than a tribute to his illustrious career and I extend my sincere
gratitude to all of Mohanlal's co artists who contributed their memories

and reflections to this edition of Dhwani.

I also want to thank each and every one of you from the bottom
of my heart, for joining us to celebrate the Mohanlal show
Kilukkam 25 with the Detroit Malayalee Association, the
biggest event in the history of DMA and Malayalees in this

region.

Thanks and warm regards,

Boby Thomas Alappatt
President, DMA
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In the world of cinema, few names resonate with the depth and brilliance
of Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan awardee, the Complete Actor,
Mohanlal. More than just an extraordinary actor, he is an emotion, an
inspiration, and a timeless presence who has touched countless lives both

on and off screen.

In this special feature of Dhwani, artists from the film fraternity come

together to share their memories, reflections, and heartfelt words—each
offering a glimpse into the man behind the legend.
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For me, Mohanlal is not just a legendary
actor, he is a transformative presence in my
life. My interactions with him have never
felt merely casual, even though he carries
such a naturally light-hearted demeanor.
Every conversation with him leaves me
thinking a little deeper, reflecting a little
more, and unknowingly nurturing a quiet
spiritual growth within myself. [ have often
watched people around him sit spellbound,
drawn into that remarkable aura he
effortlessly radiates.

On screen, working with him, whether
in comedy or intense drama, demands
complete alertness from me. He is deeply
spontaneous, always bringing unexpected
nuances into a moment. As a co-actor, I
must be fully present, ready to respond in
real time. It is challenging, yes, but also a
profound learning experience and an
exhilarating journey all at once. Acting
alongside him is never just about
performance for me; it feels like elevation.
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Suchitra Murali

Looking back at No:20 Madras Mail, I still feel a
mix of disbelief and gratitude. I was just 15, in the
middle of my SSLC prep, and there I was, standing
opposite not one, but two of Malayalam cinema's
greatest superstars, Mohanlal sir and Mammootty sir.
It felt surreal, like a dream I hadn’t even imagined. I
remember the nervousness, the awe, and also a quiet
comfort in knowing I came from the same city as
Mohanlal sir, that small, unspoken connection meant
a lot in those overwhelming moments.

What stays with me today isn’t the scale of the film,
but that young girl who showed up every day,
unknowingly watching performances that would later
become classics of Malayalam cinema.

I had always admired Mohanlal sir growing up, but
seeing him work up close changed everything. He
never seemed to be acting, he simply became. I realised
that true greatness on screen is not about performance,
it's about presence, truth, and the courage to be
vulnerable. It’s a lesson I’ve carried with me ever since.

Working with him felt easy, you just had to be real,
and he would elevate the entire scene. Off screen, his
simplicity stood out the most. Despite his stature, there
was no arrogance, just a deeply grounded, genuine
person. Being part of Bharatham, his own production,
was especially meaningful, as it felt like being trusted
with something close to his heart. His influence on
me is not just cinematic, it is personal, emotional, and
deeply human. He showed me, through example, that
you can carry greatness with grace.

More than any single moment, it was watching how
he carried himself, on and off screen, that left a lasting
impact. There was no separation between the man and
the actor. He showed me that acting isn’t something
you put on, but something you truthfully live. Coming
from the same hometown, there’s always been a quiet
pride in seeing how he’s achieved greatness while
remaining so profoundly human. That is the greatest
inspiration he has ever given me, not just to be a better
actress, but to be a more honest, grounded, and
compassionate person.
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Asha Jayaram

(Asha Subramanian)

Forty years and many moons later, |
can’t believe “Telephone Uncle” is coming
to my hometown, and I get to see him
again.

I remember Mohanlal first as a warm,
friendly, down-to-earth human being, and
of course an artiste par excellence. So
honored to have shared screen space with
him in my very first film, Onnu Muthal
Poojyam Vare, an evergreen classic, a
memory I’ll always cherish.

He was very friendly and made sure he
put his brand new co-star at ease...never
made it “nervous” for me for the high wire
emotional scenes.

He effortlessly stepped into the
“Telephone Uncle” role, instantly building
a rapport with little Geetu Mol (Geethu
Mohandas) and me, making sure he eased
any anxiety we might have had while
executing the scenes.

Looking forward to Kilukkam’25 and
extending a very warm welcome to
Mohanlal and his entire team of stellar
artistes. Some memories truly remain
timeless.
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The Timeless Resonance of
“KIREEDAM?”

A Tribute to Padmashree Mohanll

When the idea of writing for “Dhwani” first
crossed my mind, countless topics danced through my
thoughts; from travel escapades to pressing current
events. But then, an electric realization struck me:
with the “complete actor” himself set to grace Motor
City, why not delve into one of his films that has
profoundly stayed with me for years.

Mohanlal, an iconic figure in Indian cinema, has
redefined the portrayal of complex characters in ways
that resonate deeply. His performances, marked by
effortless nuance and profound humanity, have set a
gold standard for acting, particularly within the realm
of Malayalam films. Among his vast repertoire, one
film remains etched in my memory, “Kireedam”.

I first encountered “Kireedam” at the age of
seventeen, and as [ watched the film with my cousins
the tears flowed freely through various scenes. Years
later, as I revisited the film with adult eyes, its
emotional gravity hit me even harder. While I've
always cherished Mohanlal’s works for their humor,
storytelling, captivating music and the man himself,

Sreeja Sreekumar

“Kireedam” stands apart, its emotional weight
lingering long after the credits have rolled.

Released in 1989 and directed by Sibi Malayil,
“Kireedam “is heralded as a landmark in Malayalam
cinema. Astonishingly, screenwriter A.K. Lohithadas
crafted the entire script in just three days, a whirlwind
of creativity that birthed a masterpiece. The film’s
poignant narrative and Mohanlal’s extraordinary
performance capture the essence of a young man
whose life takes an unexpected turn, showcasing raw
honesty that makes “Kireedam” truly timeless.

Mohanlal’s portrayal of Sethumadhavan is a
journey of profound transformation, reflecting the
film’s core themes of ambition, duty, and the
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capriciousness of fate. Sethumadhavan’s dreams are
simple, rooted in family pride, yet an unforeseen
tragedy derails the life he envisioned. Witnessing
Mohanlal breathe life into this character is an
experience unto itself his performance is layered with
innocence, determination, vulnerability, and
ultimately, despair. This film compels you to ponder
where the protagonist’s choices went awry,
confronting the uncomfortable truth that such a
downfall could befall any young man, anywhere.

Equally memorable is Thilakan’s portrayal of
Achuthan Nair, Sethumadhavan’s father. His
performance is a masterclass in acting, anchoring the

film’s emotional core with remarkable depth. Torn
between pride and the agony of watching his son slip
into the label of a “rowdy,” Thilakan’s expressions
especially during the devastating climax epitomize a
father’s love and helplessness, leaving an indelible
mark on viewers.

“Kireedam” serves as a powerful illustration of
the “butterfly effect” - how a fleeting moment or
choice can irrevocably alter one’s life trajectory. The
film intricately examines the tension between personal
ambition and familial duty, revealing how societal
honor can shape, restrict, and sometimes derail
individual choices. It forces viewers to confront the
emotional aftermath of these decisions on the
individual at the center of it all.

Sethumadhavan’s journey, from hopeful young
man with simple dreams to one burdened by
circumstances beyond his control illustrates how fate
and tragedy can reshape a life. His transformation is
not overtly dramatic; it is quiet, painful, and
devastatingly real. The film illustrates with unsettling
clarity how a series of small shifts, tiny decisions and

moments of pressure can push an ordinary boy into
a scenario where violence becomes the only
recourse. The societal crown of notoriety placed
upon him becomes a burden he must bear.

Moreover, “Kireedam” critiques how societal
norms and expectations shape individuals, often
pushing them into moral dilemmas that erode their
sense of self. The aftermath of a pivotal incident
reveals the tragic way society reacts to that moment.
The judgments and suspicions of others slowly
encroach upon a decent, naive boy, stripping him off
the space to reclaim his true identity. Over time, he
internalizes the label imposed on him, becoming
defined not by his intentions, but
by the identity society forces
upon him. Sibi Malayil’s
direction sensitively emphasizes
emotional depth through
character development and the
intricate dynamics of
relationships, allowing audiences
to not just observe, but truly feel
the characters’ journeys.

“Kireedam” earned
widespread acclaim upon its
release and continues to be
recognized as one of Mohanlal’s
finest performances. Its influence
on Malayalam cinema is
profound, inspiring remakes
across multiple languages is a testament to its
universal themes and storytelling brilliance. Even
today, it remains a pivotal touchstone in discussions
surrounding character-driven cinema. The
characters Kireekadan Jose, Sethu and Achutan Nair
are still fresh in every Malayali’s memory

Ultimately, “Kireedam” transcends the realm
of mere entertainment; it is a poignant exploration
of dreams, societal pressures, and the fragility of the
human condition. Mohanlal’s performance
encapsulates the very soul of the narrative, elevating
it to the status of a classic in Indian cinema. The
film resonates with audiences, prompting reflections
on personal sacrifice, the weight of expectations,
and the quiet tragedies that shape ordinary lives.

Whether you’ve experienced “Kireedam” or
not, this film is a masterpiece you shouldn’t miss. If
you’ve already watched it, perhaps this reflection
will resonate; if not, prepare to be captivated by a
story that lingers long after the screen fades to
black.
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9+ Locations across US

500+ Reviews
24345 Halsted Rd, Offer Valid entire September-2024
Farmington Hills, Ml HlisEpresert tho coupon

Offer Valid on $20 and above purchase

(249)536-2662

C4D
MORTGAGE

We simplify the mortgage maze.

Whether you’re buying your dream
home, an investment, or refinancing
any of them, we are here to simplify the
whole process for you. /\
We’re not just about paperwork- @‘
we’re about people. =

A team that listens, a process that makes sense. @

A mortgage experience you’ll actually like.

Tailored Mortgage Plans: Call now: 586-914-4459
No copy and paste solutions. Chin may Deshpande:

We take time to understand you and your goals, your cdeshpande@c4dmortgage.com
lifestyle, your timeline-and match you with a plan that actually fits. NMLS ID: 161464
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For many of us childhood in the 90s just wouldn’t be complete
without the magic of Lalettan.I still remember waiting for the newspaper
to find a new poster of his latest film. My little scrapbook was filled
with those clippings and I enjoyed writing his movie titles. Every page
of that handmade collage was filled with excitement, admiration, and
pure fandom. By the time I got to college I couldn’t keep up with the
scrapbook, but my love for Mohanlal didn’t fade. He wasn’t just an
actor, his characters felt real, his performances were personal, and his
movies became part of my growing up years. Today living here in the
US, those movies remain a beautiful connection to home. As we
welcome him to our stage, it feels very special. The superstar who filled
my scrapbook all those years ago is finally right in front of me!!
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Realtor/Broker
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Dr. Siraj R. Baig, DDS.),
\

Serving the community for over 39 Years providing
a comfortable and friendly atmosphere for the

entire family
. WRITE A REVIEW ON

Services Offered: GOOGLE TO WIN A
e Cleanings e Extractions FREE
e Fillings e Implants ELECTRIC|
e Root canals e Onlays TOOTHBRUSH
e Crowns and Bridges e Same-Day Crowns (Worth $150)
e Dentures e Invisalign
e Braces e Fixed Dentures

SIRAJ R. BAIG, DDS, PC & ASSOCIATES
23304 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, M| 48336
sirajbaigdds@yahoo.com
www.sirajbaigdds.com
www.facebook.com/DrSirajBaig
Ph: 248-471-5534
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INDIAN GRILL & BIRYANI

! Dine-In - &= Takeout - &= Catering

Call Us Today!

e Graduation Parties
» House Warming
» Weddings

e Cultural Events
« Birthday Parties
* Special Occasions

st ) .
House Warming Wedding
Q@ 40240 W 14 Mile Rd Commerce Township, Ml 48390
R, +1248-863-9102 | @ www.thegoatgnb.com
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The'three things parents=solﬁdl_.kn W |

Being 16 is one of the experiences in life that
everybody remembers. Important milestones are
taking place, relationships are starting to change,
and you’re left to be stuck in the crossroad between
maturing into an adult, while still being treated like
a child. As a 16 year old myself, I feel those
pressures every single day. Yet, despite the age of
16 and all its intensities being a universal
experience, few parents truly understand the
expectations their 16 year olds are under. They fail
to recall the late-night overthinking, the
overarching desire to be perfect, and most
importantly, the feeling of standing on the edge of
your entire future without a map. This piece is my
best attempt to bridge the gap between parents and
their teenagers. These are three things I wish adults
truly understood about being 16 today—not decades
ago, not in theory, but right now, in this very day
and age.

1.Parental opinion matters more than you think.

Over time, teenagers have gained a reputation
for their emotional unavailability when it comes to
their parents. Regardless of the indifference they
portray however, parental approval and opinion
still carries significant emotional weight. A single
comment, whether it is positive or negative, can

Samridhi Pradeep

linger in their memory and mood for days. It’s often
the case that even when parents offer constructive
criticism or helpful comments, such remarks feel
amplified due to the constant state of questioning in
which teens are already in. From my own personal
experience, I’ve encountered situations where I have
taken certain feedback from my parents out of context,
and allowed it to consume me completely. It was much
easier for my brain to weaponize their criticism, rather
than to use it and achieve a sense of growth. While it
may bring upon a sense of helplessness in parents, this
period of frustration in the face of parental judgement
is very normal for teens, and required in order to
eventually develop an appreciation for such feedback.
In the meantime, the best thing which parents can do
for their kids is offer thoughtful encouragement,
which can shift confidence in a real, effective way. At
the end of the day, it’s the words that parents choose
to say, which shape the way teenagers like us see
ourselves today.

2. Everything is happening, all at once.
With the age of 16 comes a surplus of
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responsibilities, all of which demand simultaneous
attention. School, particularly in junior year, presents
an unavoidable amount of pressure on teens. They are
under intense demand for high-academic performance,
as well as managing several extra-curriculars and
preparing for standardized testing like the SAT and
ACT. Aside from school, they are responsible for
managing friendships and friend groups, finding a
sense of identity, and the most stress inducing of all,
making plans about their future. The crossfire of all
these demands makes emotions feel a lot bigger than
they really are and in turn, often lead to overly-
emotional reactions. I myself have to manage the
pressure of my rigorous academic courses, especially
being a part of the IB Diploma Programme, being at
dance four days a week, attending club meetings and
events, as well as prepping for the SAT and ACT, all
for the college admissions process. Aside from these
aspects, I also have to maintain the relationships I
have with my friends and family by trying to find
opportunities to spend time with them. For adults, it’s
easy to forget how overwhelming it can be to juggle
all of these expectations and a constant sense of
uncertainty. The pace of life at this age feels fast, and
every single decision feels high-stakes. The most
consistent thing that parents can offer teens in that
moment, is empathy for the chaos. Attempt to create
pockets of calm, listen without immediately trying to
find solutions, and try to help them prioritize when
everything feels like an approaching deadline. Choose
to be a steady presence, rather than another source of
chaos.

3. Independence isn’t rejection
In my opinion, this is easily the most important

PRIYANKA DABHI
REALTOR
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aspect of a 16 year olds life that I wish parents
understood. Teenagers are often stuck on this middle
bridge between wanting to be mature and independent,
but also still needing constant reassurance from their
loved ones. During this time, they are attempting to
learn who they are and form an identity for
themselves, often causing them to push the adults in
their lives away. I have an incredibly strong
relationship with my parents, but even I find myself
yearning for a bit of independence here and there,
whether that means getting my license so I can drive
by myself, or simply being alone in my room for a few
hours.The independence phase in teens is not
necessarily an act of disrespect or detachment, but
rather a sign of growth. They are making an attempt to
test their own voice, make their own choices, and form
their own identity. To them, this is the point in their
lives where they are proving to themselves that they
can step forward without falling apart., and learning to
trust their own judgement regardless of the fear.
Instead of being frustrated with them for wanting to
take time for themselves, allow them some of this time
in small increments, while also reasoning with them
about spending time with family. It’s so vital for
parents to note that independence is a request for trust,
not abandonment.

At the heart of it, being 16, is a lot more
complicated than most adults understand or remember.
It’s a time of inevitable chaos and emotional distress
that is only amplified by the world’s constant
demands. None of the frustrations that teenagers cause
are about rebellion or lack of maturity, but rather they
are about growth, and learning to exist in a world
without training wheels. My hope in writing this
article was to make
the space between
the world of parents
and their kids to
feel less like an
indefinite gap, and
more like a bridge.
Most of the time,
we as teenagers
aren’t asking for
some sort of perfect
parents; we are
simply asking to be
seen for who we
are, and who it is
that we are trying to
become.
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It happened so quickly. One moment [ was standing, and
a moment later I was on the ground. My head screamed in
pain, and everything turned black. What was happening to
me? Where was [? Would I ever be the same? It was a beautiful
and sunny day in Vrindavan, India. Birds sang, monkeys ran
around, and everyone was happy. The sun was like a big, round
yellow ball in the clear blue sky. The lush green trees around
glistened in the morning rays, and the little houses around set
out a feeling of peace. My family and I had come here for a
vacation from Canada and had just finished exploring to see
what Vrindavan had for us to see. I was seven at the time, so |
found this new place beautiful and fascinating! As we walked
back towards the small tree-brown house we had rented here,
I couldn’t help feeling like today was going to be amazing.
Little did I know that I was completely wrong.

The house seemed out of place in this grassy and lush green
place with its tired roof ready to fall and the rusty door creaking
open like it had been there for a hundred years. Even though
other kids would have thought it was haunted, I had grown
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fond of this little lonely house. I thought that it
could turn into a home if the people who lived
there loved the house just as much as I did. I
couldn’t wait to get away from the heat outside,
so I was excited to go back inside. I ran towards
the house, excited and full of energy, but gasped
and halted when | saw what was in front of the
door. There, sitting on the porch staring at us, was
a big monkey. “What is that big furry creature?”
asked, stumbling back. It was hard to see it because
it blended in with the door, but I could see that the
creature was the size of a small fox. The beady
eyes fixed their gaze on us like they had been
waiting for our arrival. Suddenly, the air turned
cold, and the wind blew across our faces. My
mom’s eyes widened in surprise, and like the
monkey understood what was happening the
monkey bared its teeth at us. It crouched down
like it was going to run at us, but it didn’t move.
For a second, my body refused to move, and I
realized that I had been wrong. Today could be
one of the worst days of my life.

The air was filled with silence, and I could
feel my heart thump in my chest. My dad wasn’t
here because he had gone to meet someone, so my
mom ran up to me and pulled me back. I could
feel her hold on me tighten, and her cold breath
went down my spine. My mom and brothers stood
in a group and thought up a plan for how we should
get into the house unharmed. I saw them all agree,
and my oldest, Varun, who was 15 at the time,
slowly walked towards the stairs. How could he
be so calm in a situation like this? He was followed
by my younger, older brother, Karma, who was
11. He tried to look calm, but I could see a glint of
fear reflected in his eyes, and he stayed close to
my oldest brother. My mom cautiously started
walking behind him. She paused and turned to look
at me.

“Come with me”, my mom told me.

“Will we be okay?” I asked, feeling scared. She
looked back at the still monkey. “Yes, we can do
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this”, I heard her mutter, but for a moment her voice
quivered. We stood in a line and slowly eased our way
up the railing to go around the monkey. As I stared at the
monkey, I remembered what someone who lived there
had told us when we had first come here.

“Don’t disturb the monkeys”, he had warned us.

Just when I thought that we were safe, Karma
suddenly jumped forward to scare the monkey.

My family and I didn’t even have time to react, the
monkey jumped and without a second thought raced
towards the stairs. I didn’t have time to move out of the
way and a moment later the ground disappeared beneath
me and everything turned black. Pain pierced through
my head and it felt like I was falling into an endless black
hole. I faintly heard people gasp and the rushing of feet
at my family came to check if I was okay. My head hurt
but I forced my eyes open.

A person who lives in the village gave me some ice.
It was cool against my head and I suddenly felt much
better. My brother was forced to say sorry to me in the
end and I knew that he didn’t really mean to get me hurt
but I still understood that in the future being careful
around Karma was always a good idea.
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The tog who chose
me- Rio

Maitreya Jordan

__Catering

Snacks &rrGroceries

Takg-out Foods

.

I've been asking for a puppy ever since I was seven
years old. My parents would come up with excuse after
excuse about why we can’t get a puppy, but on November
20th, 2020, after six years of begging and a PowerPoint
presentation, they finally caved and agreed. When we
went to pick out a puppy, there was one dog that stood
out to me, one who locked eyes and kept trying to get
my attention; it felt almost as if, instead of me picking
him out, he chose me.

I’m an only child, and I’ve always felt very content
with that and never longed for much more, but when my
dog, Rio, came into my life, he filled a hole in my heart
that I didn’t even know existed. To me, he’s more than
just a household pet; he’s a part of my family, a brother
to me. He’s the one who’s always the most excited when
I come home, the one who sits in my room with me when
I’'m having a bad day, and he’s the one who always craves
my presence. A dog is someone who provides
unconditional love, regardless of whether you deserve
it or not.

Sometimes I get upset when Rio bites and tears up
things I love or bark at the TV when I’m trying to watch
a movie, but I always try to remember that a day will
come when I’ll miss all the things I once thought were
annoying, because even though dogs are only part of
your life, to them, you are their whole world.
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I started tackwondo when I was just six years old. I
remember how quiet and shy [ was during the early days
of my training. Every command from the instructor
seemed to echo louder than the thoughts inside my head.
However, Tackwondo training slowly changed this.
Instructors expected students to speak clearly, respond
with confidence, and approach every drill with focus.
Each class required discipline and effort. Over time,
those expectations helped me become more comfortable
expressing myself and taking initiative. The philosophy
of tackwondo plays a large role in this development.
The practice follows discipline, honor, self-control,
respect, courtesy, and perseverance. These principles
guide actions inside and outside the training floor.
Courtesy teaches respect for others. Perseverance builds
determination during difficult moments. Self control
guides emotions. Years of practice improved balance,
coordination, and endurance. Physical fitness grew
naturally through drills, sparring, and conditioning.
Training also prepared me for situations involving
personal safety, especially as a woman. Knowledge of
self defense provides awareness and readiness.

Women face safety concerns in daily life. Walking
alone. Entering parking structures. Traveling through
unfamiliar areas. Fear often appears during these
moments. Self defense training allows a woman to
develop a multitude of options to defend herself. Outside
the realm of a physical attack, however, women need
martial arts today more than ever because martial art
practice provides more than the physical kicks and
punches. It provides them with a mindset and aptitude
to make better decisions in our complicated world. A
woman who learns martial arts becomes a better decision
maker. This is an unrecognized benefit partly because it

'~ MARCH- APRIL 2026
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is overshadowed by the more commonly known benefits
such as fitness, confidence and defense. Additionally,
training provides women with a basis of self-importance
and self-worth. Many factors contribute to a woman’s
perspective of her life and self, such as upbringing,
relationships and obstacles, and all affect her decision-
making process. Most women who practice martial arts
learn to recognize that their decisions are important and
that they deserve respect, opportunity, and to be in control
of their own destiny. While martial arts training is not
guarantee escape from all dangerous situations, those
who train in martial arts for a period of time recognize
their value and importance and are less likely to allow
others to push them around or to persuade them to do
what they know is not in their best interest

Personally, confidence from martial arts has extended
beyond training halls for me. School presentations feel
easier. Leadership roles feel natural. Speaking in groups
becomes normal. Years of discipline influence every part
of life. Tackwondo shaped my childhood and teenage
years. Training provided structure during stressful
periods. Each practice session reinforced patience and
perseverance. Every belt promotion required dedication
and persistence. Martial arts training holds value for
everyone. Children gain discipline. Teenagers gain
confidence. Adults gain awareness and self defense
knowledge. Society faces increasing safety concerns.
With that in mind, when making any decision, weigh
the options and consequences and never let anyone sway
you to do something with which you are not comfortable.
Martial art training gives you the confidence to say no
when necessary and that is one of the best decisions you
can and will ever make.
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WOMEN'S FORUM UPDATE

Our very first Ladies Bowling Night was held on January 31st, 2026, §
at Bowlero Lanes and Lounge in Royal Oak, and it turned out to be a §
wonderful evening of fun, laughter, and fellowship. The event brought

women together for a relaxed and uplifting time away from the usual =

routines of daily life.

Beyond the bowling itself, the gathering created a great opportunity
for our ladies to connect, strengthen friendships, and build new g
relationships. E

The success of this first Ladies Bowling Night made it clear that it |

was more than just a game, it was a chance to unwind, bond, and celebrate §i§

together. Many left the evening already looking forward to the next
opportunity to gather for another night of bowling and fellowship.

Our first event of the year, led by the Women’s Forum, was our =

Valentine’s Day celebration, which we were fortunate to hold on February 14th at our Syro-
Malabar Church. The theme this year was “Love in Kashmir.”

We made our best effort to have both the ladies and gentlemen dressed in Kashmiri outfits,
which beautifully complemented the theme. In addition to the themed backdrop and decorations,
we also set up a separate backdrop for a general Valentine’s Day photo area featuring a beautiful |
combination of blue and red. :

As part of the celebration, we organized a music medley led by Rajesh Nair and team. This
was followed by a Best Dressed Couple competition, coordinated by Deepesh, Aparna, §)
Jayakrishnan, and Saranya. We also had a fun-filled kids’ game organized by Madhav Nair and %2
team, which brought great excitement to the event. =

With the support and contributions of all these wonderful volunteers, we were able to organize
a truly memorable Valentine’s Day celebration. The event turned out to be a joyful and memorable
experience for everyone who attended.




URON
TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC

« Fast & friendly service
«” Convenience

«” Saves you money

«” 100% Guaranteed

+” 100% Satisfied Customers

Tax Services Financial Services Mortgage Services

= A One-stop station For all
A One-stop station for Tax Full Financial planning For your Residential and
preparation, representation everyone

and solution to all Tax
problems

Commercial Mortgage and
Refinancing needs

Retirement Planning Sl BT

401K, 403B, IRA Roll
Representation before IRS for e Purchase and Refi. Loans

all Tax problems, Audits, and College Planning other than
Appeals Section 529 $0 Closing Costs

Individual and Asset Protection Strategies Lowest Rate Guarantee

Business/Corporate Tax Returns Wik eme T Quick Closing

All State Returns
Book-Keeping and Payroll

Electronic Filing

GEORGE T VANNILAM
MS, MBA, EA (Enrolled Agent)
Fellow, National Tax Practice Institute

Phone: (248) 624-2511
Cell:  (248) 921-9941
Fax:  (248) 896-2069

www.urontax.com, www.naea.org, www.misea.org
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World's favourite jeweller

EVERY MOMENT

OF PRIDE
TOLD IN CARATS

00000

o
s
B

HOUSTON NEW JERSEY
5901 Hillcroft Ave, 1665 Oak Tree Rd,
Suite C7-A, Houston, 77036. Suite #325, Edison, 08820.
Tel: #1713 784 2992 Tel: +1 732 515 9902

ATLANTA NAPERVILLE
3155 Peachtree Pkwy, 1570 W. Ogden Ave, Units 106-110,
Suite # 130, Suwanee, 30024, Naperville, IL 60540, Chicago,
Tel: +1 470 835 6136 60540. Tel: +1 331231 3300

<

PRIDE

DIAMOND COLLECTION

CHICAGO DALLAS
2642 W Devon Ave, 7055 Preston Rd,
Chicago, 60658. Frisco, Frisco, 75034.
Tel: #1773 856 3013 Tel: +1 972 292 9936

ARTESIA
18725 Pioneer Blvd Artesiq,
CA 90701, California, 80701.
Tel: +1 562 202 4243

USA - UK - UAE - OMAN - QATAR » BAHRAIN « KUWAIT « KSA « SINGAPORE » MALAYSIA « AUSTRALIA - INDIA




Where Smiles Feel
ORTHODONTICS Safe & Comfortable

Novi, Michigan

At Aréte Orthodontics, we offer

advanced specialized services to

address complex orthodontic needs.
Whether you need to align your teeth

before restorative treatment or implant
placement, are looking to create space

for impacted teeth to erupt, or require
pre-surgical orthodontics, we collaborate
closely with your general dentist, oral surgeon,
or maxillofacial surgeon to enhance your dental
health and function

4
i

e
\
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\ “
Yr S \\t

“

Whether you are starting your smile
journey or ready to take the next step,

Dr. Rajan and team are here to make it
seamless, comfortable and uniquely yours

OUR SERVICES

Personalized treatment for every patient
Modern technology and luxury comfort
Braces and clear aligner options
Pre-Restorative Orthodontics
Orthodontics Prior to Implant Placement
Orthodontic Treatment for Impacted Teeth
Pre-surgical Orthodontics

Dr. Archana Rajan, DDS, MS MON 9:00am - 5:00pm

TUES 9:00am - 6:30pm
44244 West 12 Mile Rd WED 9:00am - 5:00pm

Suite 175 THU Closed
Novi, MI 48377 FRI  9:00am - 6:30pm

(248) 567-6929 SAT 9:00am - 2:00pm
) @arete_ortho https://arete-orthodontics.com/




~ Ann Arbor’s Finest Indian afid| CommercefIwp siBestiPizzalis

Two Great Tastes, One Unforgettable' EXperience
A Tiste of Fndiar ™

;;; ' )i« - Suvai

(X _' /(jiuihmtm lndian Cisine,

*Qur Specialties:* &

COME TRY OUR BENITO BREAD ™

+ Best South Indian Dishes "¢y W T LY INTOWN g

* Delicious Indian Desserts

*Services:”

(CIassnc & Specialty)

s C *) A\ B ~ & Wide Pizza Varlety "’1 ;:'{

* Dine-In, Carry-Out, and Catermg‘ Wé; & Grinders

# Online Ordering Available

Experience the rich taste of India. ! | S Pizza that Powers your Day!

Visit us today!

Phone: 734-327-6500 / 734-709-2988
Website: tasteofindiasuvai.com

: " Address: 217, S State Street, Ann Arbor, MI - 48104 7 - > ¥ |1 Address: 4807 Carroll Lake Rd, Commerce Charter Township, M - 43382}

Rajeev Joseph

Realtor and Financial
Consultant

Call me @248-933-8095

josephproperties25@gmail.com

P~ 4> Salads & Wings e

Commerce Charter Twp’s Ultimate Comfort Food

Phone: (248) 366-1111
Website: benitospizza.com/store/commerce-twp/

Freedom,security, and
prosperity starts with us!

Whether you're buying, selling, or
investing, Joseph Wealth
Management delivers results.
Your financial success is not just
our business - it's our mission.

Joseph's

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
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Recipes

Easter Delight
Creamy Ginger

ChOCOIa‘te POt Boni Koithara

Recipe Inspired by Chef Sonu Koithara

Method
1. Infuse the dairy
e Heat the cream and milk with the grated
ginger until just simmering.
e Cover and infuse for 10 minutes, then
strain.
2. Melt the chocolate
e  Place the dark chocolate in a bowl and melt
gently over a double boil.
3. Mix egg base
e Whisk egg yolks and sugar until well
combined (do not over-aerate).
4. Temper
e Slowly pour the warm ginger cream
mixture into the egg yolks while whisking.
5. Combine with chocolate
e  Pour the custard mixture over the melted
chocolate and mix until smooth.
e Add vanilla extract and salt.

6. Strain
e Strain the mixture to ensure a smooth
custard.
7. Bake
Ingredients e Pourinto glass bowel.
«  Dark chocolate - 250 g e Place on a tray with water and bake at
150°C for 25-30 minutes until just set.
e Heavycream—500g 8 Chill

e  Whole milk — 200 g

e  Fresh ginger (finely grated) —20 g
e Eggyolks— 120 g (about 6 yolks)
e Caster sugar—90 g

e  Vanillaextract—5g

° Salt—2 g

e Cool and refrigerate for at least 4 hours
before serving.
Garnish
e  Fresh berries —20 g
e Mint leaves — 2-3 leaves
e Dark chocolate shavings — 5 g




e Our Community.
Supporting
Our Future. Je

."y
P

) Empowering

SMITHA & ABHILASH PAUL ; HENCY & PRIMUS KELANTHARA
248 670 9249 ' 248 410 2369

SHALET & DIAZ THOMAS
248 470 2200

JOLLY & REUBEN DANIEL SHINY & JERIX THEKKEL
248 495 4565 734 508 2021

OUR SERVICES

RETIREMENT PLANNING | TAX-EFFICIENT WEALTH STRATEGIES | BUSINESS OWNER STRATEGIES
ESTATE PLANNING | CHILD WEALTH PLANNING | WEALTH DIVERSIFICATION & PROTECTION
PORTFOLIO & WEALTH MANAGEMENT

OFFICE : 38345 W 10 MILE RD, STE 320, FARMINGTON HILLS, Ml 48335

BUILD WEALTH. PROTECT YOUR LEGACY. GROW WITH CONFIDENCE
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Bright Side Dental
& Orthodontics

Welcome to the Dentist
Farmington, MI Trusts!

Call For Appoinment: (248) 621-4654

Cleanings

Exams

Restorations
Orthodontics
Cosmetic Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Dentist for Children
Implants

Dentures

Emergency Care

Why Choose Us?

For the best dental care in Farmington — delivered
with a smile — depend on Bright Side Dental &
Orthodontics. \¥e're your friendly, local dentist in
Farmington, MI. Whether you're looking for a smile
makeover or regularly scheduled cleaning, Bright
Side Dental is your “one stop shop" for all your
dental related needs.\Xe provide dental cleanings,
exams, restorations, orthodontics, cosmetic
dentistry, sedation dentistry, dentist for children,
implants, dentures, emergency care, and more.

Bonding and dental bridges. Braces and Invisalign.
Dentures and veneers. Teeth whitening and wisdom teeth
removal. We could go on, but you get the point. We offer a

full range of dental services to keep those chompers
looking whiter and healthier than a vegan ghost.

Whether you need a routine cleaning, a specific procedure
or advice on the best oral solution, schedule your
appointment with our general dentistry department and
we'll take care of the rest.
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.. FOOD.CGATERING .

® Birthday Parties & Traditional Events@
@ Graduation Parties & Anniversaries 4
& Wedding Functions & Corporate Events

@ Housewarming @ Festival Events @

) 42070 Ford Rd, Canton Township, Ml . : :
734-892-2972 ﬂ 48187, United States @ www.miauthentikka.com

[ 49809 Grand River Ave, Wixom, . .
248-938-4457 a MI 48393, United States @ www.authentikkawixom.com

N 248-250-6510 5114 Rochester Rd, Troy, Ml 48085 www.authentikkatroy.com
() y
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