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EDUCATIONIST

We the Dhwani Editorial team is proud to
interview an established Malayalee educator
in Michigan — Ms. Sherin Thomas, Director of
the Oakland Children’s Academy & Macomb
Children’s Academy, an independent
educational community founded in 1996.
OCA & MCA are inspired by Maria Montessori
who began an educational revolution that
changed the way we think about children
more than anyone before or since. Ms.
Thomas has been an integral part of this
school since its inception and since then has
strived to strongly provide a safe learning
environment for a holistic development of
numerous children. She has been
instrumental in building a school
environment that caters not just to the
educational needs of the student community
but to the overall cognitive, emotional and
social development of her students. We were
fortunate to get to know this educator who
believes in giving back to the society through
raising responsible and compassionate
future generations. Here are a few excerpts
from her interview:

1. Could you tell us a bit about your childhood
and education in India?

| was born and brought up in Kerala,” God’s own
country” to wonderful parents who modeled the love of
Christ in every aspect of living. They taught us to do our
very best in whatever we did and never imposed their
dreams and aspirations on us. They simply and
unconditionally loved us.

2. When was it that you decided to be an educator
in your life? Any childhood inspirations that impelled
you on this path?

As children we always played school and | wanted to
be the authoritarian teacher who wanted to control my
siblings and cousins and very early in life | learned that it
was not the right way to impart knowledge as my students
would run away from me.

3. How has your cultural identity as a Malayalee
shaped your outlook as an educator?

Kerala is the first state in India to attain cent percent
literacy. Commitment to education pervades the society.
| found that people were ambitious to educate their
children. Thus as a young child | valued the empowering
gift of education.

4. How long have you been with Oakland Children’s
Academy and why your passion for the Montessori
system?

My dream of starting a Montessori school came to
fruition in 1996. | was inspired by Dr. Maria Montessori’s
vision of changing the world through the child.

5. Now to the most cliché question you always
encounter- Montessori Vs traditional or the public
school... why the Montessori at all?

Montessori philosophy in action prepares the child
for life. It is a holistic approach where all aspects of



development are addressed. The
curriculum is tailored to fit the needs
of the individual child. The Montessori
prepared environment entices the
child to construct himself/herself under
the guidance of the teacher. | believe
that each child is a unique individual
who needs a secure, caring and
stimulating environment in which to
grow and mature emotionally,
intellectually, physically and socially.
We as educators are “guides” to help
students discover themselves to reach
their fullest potential.

6. Do you see a difference in the
school education environment in
India and the US? Can you elaborate
please?

| feel that the elementary
educational system in India is more
product-oriented than the process-
oriented system of education. The
focus remains on academics, as Indians
realize that it is by getting good grades
and high scores on tests that children
will go on to become successful adults.
On the contrary, here in America, the
Montessori system focuses on the
practical, purposeful form of
education. The role of the teacher is
also radically reconfigured. The
teacher’s primary responsibility is to
eliminate impediments to the natural
course of human development. To be
a Montessori educator in other words
is to replace the disposition toward
filling the child with information with
the faith in the child’s developmental
instincts and a commitment to
directing that development based on
the cues provided by the child.

7. What do you think are the

construction is met through purposeful
interactions with the adults and the
“didactic materials”, he is on a path to
self-discovery.

8. How do you meet the diversity
encounters?

Our Montessori classrooms always
reflect diversity and connection to the
world through various ethnic activities
and hands-on materials. The students
receive an opportunity to learn cultural
foundations of other people/nations,
respect their traditions and appreciate
cultural differences. Maria Montessori
was a strong proponent of peace
education for children. She said
“Averting war is the work of Politicians,
establishing peace is the work of
education”. We promote diversity
understanding and by implementing
values of different cultures. Children
are taught to accept and respect
people and their traditions from all
over the world.

9. What special talents, skill sets
and expertise do your teachers
possess at the OCA that sets them
apart from other schools?

We at OCA and MCA consider
teaching as a sacred profession where
the parents hand over their most
precious darlings into our hands, and
Oh, What a privilege it is, but it comes
with a bundle of responsibilities! | am
indeed blessed with wonderful,
dedicated and loyal teachers who
share my passion of touching lives.
Most of them have been with me for
many years. Our teachers serve the
child’s spirit. They serve as guides and

strengths of the Montessori way of ms

education?
A Montessori approach to discipline

is freedom within limits. It consistsofa |

delicate balance between freedom
and discipline. It requires respect for
the child. Our goal is to help the child
acquire mental and bodily control by
connecting the child to meaningful,
interesting work in the “prepared
Montessori Environment”. When the
child’s innate need for self-

oo,/
do not control the natural energy of
children.

10. What do you think is the
greatest challenge that our children
face today?

The challenges that we face today
are many! The disintegration of
families, lack of time, and hectic life
styles of parents has robbed us of the
joy of child rearing. Parents are
emotionally and physically drained. As
the saying goes it takes the whole
village to raise a child and therefore it
is crucial for the school, parents and
community to work as a team to raise
our future generation.

11. What as an educator is your
vision for OCA?

At OCA/MCA we like to pay it
forward. | am involved in a literacy
program called “Retooling Detroit”
where we go to Detroit Public schools
and volunteer our time to teach
children to read. In the future we would
like to adopt a school in Detroit to
promote literacy. | believe one of the
best ways to pay back to the society is
to serve the future generation!

12. Throughout this long journey
of being an educator, what is the
most valuable lesson that you have
learned?

Touching the lives of children is a
very soul satisfying privilege that my
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has called
me to do and | am learning to seek His
wisdom to do my very best to honor
Him.

JANUARY-APRIL-2015
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Day after
Valentine's

"Today is the Valentine's Day! The
day for lovers or is it for the lost love? |
don't exactly know. Shouldn't | be ex-
cited? Probably yes. And | am .l love
the feeling of being young....."

Beep-beep. My reverie got inter-
rupted when my phone beeped.

"Will be there tomorrow. Want to
talk to you". It was my cousin George.

What could he be doing here in my

town at this time of the year? Should

| be concerned? Orisita mere

coincidence?

| couldn't keep still af-

ter that. | grabbed my keys

and stepped out of my room

quietly. My roommate was

sleeping on the couch after her

night shift. | locked the room
trying not to make noise.

| was a second year nursing

student then. | studied in a city

which was almost two thousand ki-

lometers away from my home. |
was packing my bags to go back to
my college after my Christmas vaca-
tion.

"Mom...mom! Did you see the
books | bought yesterday? | wanted to
take them with me."

| called out to my Mother.

"I think | saw them in your Dad's
office." My Mother's voice came from
the kitchen. "Clair, Can you please do
me a favor by taking all your stuff with
you. Please don't make me mail your
things later," she added.

"Mom!" | called out again in a
complaining mode.

As | was entering into my dad's study

Nisha Rose Joseph

looking for the books, he made a ges-
ture to keep quiet as he was talking to
someone on the phone. | was reach-
ing for the books on his table when |
heard him say "Okay George, see you
at the train station." | stopped right
there.

"George?" |looked at my dad ques-
tioningly.

"Don't you remember Uncle James?
George is his son. He is a doctor now,"
Dad replied as he was stretching his
back.

"Oh, Yes | do! Mr. Bookworm. Wait
aminute. Please Dad, don't tell me he
is going to come with me?" | pleaded.

| was really looking forward to hav-
ing sometime alone to enjoy my books.
Having him as companion was going to
ruin that.

My dad's face became serious.
"Hold it Clair! Whether you like it or
not he is coming with you," He stood
up and adjusted his shirt. "Now, don't
stand there making a face at me. Keep
going. | don't want you to be late for
the train."

Just like that it had been decided
that I had to put up with Cousin George
almost sixteen hours in the train. Even
though I have met him at couple of fam-
ily gatherings, | never talked to him
personally. He always came late and
would never bother to talk to any of his
cousins.

"Whatever suit yourself Mr. Know
all." Isaid aloud as | placed the books |
was carrying into my bag.

By the time, we made it to the train
station, it started pouring down out-
side. | found myself looking for his seri-
ous face along with my dad.

"Thank God, at least you made it
without dripping down!" | got startled
as cousin George's voice came from
right behind us.

My father put down the brief case
he was carrying and turned toward
cousin George with open arms.

"George, | thought you probably
wouldn't recognize us. It's been long
since we met each other." Dad gave
him a bear hug.

"Uncle Joseph, if it wasn't for you |
would be introuble." He looked at me
and said to my dad. " Look at her, Clair



is all grown up now. | can hardly recog-
nize her."

| cringed inside. "Was that sup-
posed to be a compliment? "

My dad and cousin George hit it off
instantly. | took a seat on the nearby
bench and try to concentrate on read-
ing.

| can't believe cousin George is a
doctor now and apparently going to at-
tend a Medical Conference in my city.
I should admit that he is breathtakingly
handsome too. What would my class-
mates say if they saw him? | smiled at
the thought.

As usual the train came half an hour
late and we both boarded the train.
Contrary to my assumptions, our jour-
ney was not bad at all. Cousin George
turned out to be a good company. We
talked about a lot of things like our fami-
lies, careers, future plans.......

Also he made sure that | was com-
fortable and being cared for. That was
one thing | was not used to. Having
been grown up as an only child, | had
spent most of my eighteen years of life
alone. | travelled alone and shopped
alone. Of course there were cousins
and friends at times. But having a
brother was my most cherished but
untold dream. Cousin George was a
picture perfect brother for me-hand-
some, intelligent, smart, and caring.

Cousin George kept the contact
since then. He called or texted once in
a while. Once or twice he came to my
town for conferences and would take
me out for either sightseeing or shop-
ping. | remember he even brought me
the same purse as the one he chose for
his sister Janette in one of such shop-
ping spree. Whenever he dropped me
off at my place, | could see the girls
trying to get a better view of him.

| have been sitting on a park bench
for almost an hour. | stood up and
started towards my apartment com-
plex.

| don't know when things started
changing. | started noticing how proud
he is of himself. He kept calling himself
a self-made man. (Really?). I started
hearing about his female colleagues.
How manipulative and opportunistic
they are and how they are trying to

please their Head of the Department.
When | was trying to tell him about how
excited | was of my upcoming research
project, it seemed like | was hitting a
stone wall. | never tried to question
him or disagree with him. | kept listen-
ing. No matter what, he is my big
brother. So | tried to accept him as he
is, rather than changing him.

When my mom knew cousin George
is still in touch with me, she suggested
that cousin George might be interested
in me. That was a shocker. | kept de-
nyingit. | re-winded our conversations,
meetings over and over in my mind. |
was sure | haven't given him a chance
to think that | would like to be involved
with him. What on earth someone
would do that? He was like a big
brother to me. | was sure that with his
looks and career he could have any girl
if he wanted.

None of my friends are going to un-
derstand me. They will say that | am
crazy to pass up such a promising rela-
tionship. But | think I should take this
decision by myself. May be, just maybe
| am being little paranoid, my mom
probably making this all up and | do not
want to become a laughing stock of my
friends.

The day after Valentine's Day,
around noon time, | got a call from the
hostel office that | had a visitor. | never
felt awkward to face him before. But
today | feel sluggish. It took forever
for me to reach the waiting area.
There he is! Cousin George is actually
looking weary. | tried to act normal,
even if | could hear my heart beats.

"Hi George!" | said.

"Hil " He replied. Tensed.

"You look tired. Would you like a
coke or a glass of water?" | asked him.

"No, | am fine. |just ate." George
replied.

"How was your trip?
"Where are you staying?"

| was trying to make some small
talk. He said something which I didn't
comprehend.

"I came here to see you only. No-
body knows | am here, except you."
George said.

"What?" | blurted out. | don't like
the way things are going.

| asked.

His face became red. "You should
know by now Clair. | kept coming back
because | like you," George paused for
a second and took a deep breath.

" If you want me to say the magic
words | can say that too. | love you!"
He snapped at me.

| shifted in my seat. My hands were
trembling and couldn't look at his face.
How | wished | wouldn't have to hear
this from him?

"George, | hate to say this, but |
can't say yes to you. | do like you but
not the way you think. | like you as a
brother. A brother | never had." | felt
my eyes were burning. Why my voice
is so squeaky?

"Clair...."

"Sorry, let me finish. It is not be-
cause we are related. My parents
wouldn't mind anything. They always
gave me the freedom to choose. It is
just me. |always considered you as my
brother. | gave you that respect and
love. | can't change all of that now."

| took a deep breath.

"I thought you may be comfortable
with me since we know each other...."
His voice trailed off.

"Please don't think it is easy for me
to say no to you," | added hastily. "It
hurts me bad since | never looked at
you like that. | feel betrayed. Andlam
determined to find the love of my life
and grow old with him, knowing each
other every day" | finished talking.

| looked at his face. | had never
seen him in so much agony.

George didn't reply for a long time.
When started talking his voice was
strained. "I like your guts Clair. Even
though it hurts me, | like you being
frank with me". He tried to look away
from me. You were my first love and it
will be like that forever. | will always
remember that. | never saw you as a
sister. Probably because | had one al-
ready. You filled a void in me. That is
why | kept coming back. Butlam man
enough to respect your wishes. Wish
you good luck."

He stood slowly and picked up his
carry bag from the floor and walked
out of our waiting room, out to the
street and to the life where there is no
place for me, his cousin sister.




Dr. Soman Philip Chacko, ABR
Office : 248-851-4100 X, 3177
Fax :248-851-9965

Home : 248-478-5180

Cell :248-514-8716

Email ; spechacko@hotmail.com

6960 Orchard Iake Rd Su,lte#150 Real

]

For all Your Real Estate Needs

Buying, Selling, Mortgage, Renting, Relocation, & Free Market Analysis
Contact Soman Philip Chacko

Your neighborhood Realtor for friendly and professional services

PHILIPSIINTERNATIONAL

RAVEIREAIOURS
39275 Silverthorne Bend, Farmington Hills, M| 48331
Cell: 248-514-8716 Home: 248-478-5180

For all your Travel Services, Indian Visa & Emergency Ticket Needs
please call, Soman Philip Chacko

Cell: 248-514-8716

Email: spchacko@hotmail.com

www.PrintCall.com
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PINNACLE HOMES

PROUDLY SUPPORTS DMA

CANTON NOVI
The Reserve at Rivery Edge Valencia Estates
- Starting from the mid $300°S - Starting from the low $500’s
+ Acclaimed Plymouth-Canton schools - Acclaimed Novi schools
+ Close to Cherry Hill Village + Close to expressways, shopping, dining, entertainment & recreation
- Minutes from downtown Ann Arbor + 3-car side entry garages
For more info, call Chris at 248.974.7510 For more info, call Todd at 734.516.1107
CANTON NORTHVILLE
The Corners at Cherry Hill Village Kirkway Estates
- Starting from the mid $300’s - Starting from the upper $400’s
* Maintenance Free Ranch Living - Highly acclaimed Northville schools
- In the heart of Cherry Hill Village - Low Lyon taxes
For more info, call Bob at 248.563.5341 * 3-car side entry garages
For more info, call Todd at 734.516.1107
NOVI
Andelina Ridge

. Starting from the upper $300°s

+ Luxury homes with Lyon schools

- Over 13 acres of open spaces, park areas & woods
+2600- 3200 sq. ft.

For more info, call Barb at 586.703.1846

PinnacleHomes.com ﬂ a

AT
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DMA VALENTINE’S DAY 2015 REPORT

“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the meaning of life by ourselves
alone - we find it with another.” - Thomas Merton

Get-togethers are a great way for friends to catch up with each other’s lives and
strengthen friendship bonds. For the kids, these small friendly jovial gatherings can
reinforce traditions and can be learning experiences too that help them grow into
loving individuals. The Detroit Malayalee Association (DMA) believes strongly in the
tradition of getting together to nurture friendship and long lasting relationships. This
year, the DMA chose a special day- The Valentine’s Day- for organizing its family fiesta.
Love, a symbol of eternity, and warm friendship was in the air. From romantic events to
fun events for couples, there was a lot in store to spice up the evening.

The entire evening was planned and coordinated by the DMA Women'’s Forum
spearheaded by Mrs. Mini Saijan and Mrs. Selena Noble. Their respective spouses Mr.
Saijan Joseph and Mr. Noble Thomas rendered their support in organizing various games
and entertaining sectors. The evening was immaculate. The ambience was beautiful.
All the invitees were dressed in their finest in shades of red and white. Kids were
running around in glee. The scent of the roses filled the air. The feeling of love filled
everyone’s hearts.

Amidst this ambience, the organizers put up some games for the couples which
were really enjoyable and exciting. Love became the greatest
refreshment in the true sense of the word! Highlight of the evening
was the event where the DMA couples got to go back in time to the
point they began their individual journeys and come back to the
present beautiful moment of togetherness. No gift utters “I love
you” on Valentine’s Day like roses. The DMA couples could express
their special words with a rose. Roses were exchanged and it was a
wonderful sight to watch the couples blush in the reminiscences of
their journey they tread together. Without any doubt, the evening
was a memorable one and it is hard to not love and remember a day
that celebrates love and friendship. Special thanks to the DMA 2015

President Mr. Rojan Thomas and his Office bearers for all their
support and good wishes for such a memorable evening.

Dr. Shalini
Jayaprakash
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SPILLANE (¥ REYNOLDS

ORTHODONTICS
An Amazing Smile Brightens Everyone’s Day.

g NOVI:

Dr. Lawrence Spillane DDS, MS 45500 Ten Mile Rd.
¥ Dr. James Reynolds DDS, MS, ABO Novi, MI 48374
p: 248.344.8400

ROCHESTER:

1202 Walton Blvd / Suite 200
Rochester Hills, M1 48307
p: 248.651.8860

{Complimentary Consultations)
www.MyAmazingSmile.com

AVITA CARPET INC.

Flooring Services ~ Sales, Installations & Repairs
Residential e Commercial e Industrial e Schools
Hardwood Floors ~ Cherry, Oak, Birch, & Teak

e Plank & Strip e Custom & Pre-Finished Floor Sanding e Stains & Varnishes e Sealers

Tile & Sheet Linoleum Indoor & Outdoors Floorings
Floor Tile ® Non-Wax Linoleums & Tiles Artifical Grass ® Rubber Mats
Cushioned & Sheet Vinyl Non-Skid Safety Walks

Wall-toWall Carpets ® Rugs ® Slate ® Terracotta Flooring
Water Damage Corrected

36111 Ford Road Westland, M1l 48185
Phone: (734) 729-2929, Fax: (734) 729-2909
Email: avitacarpetinc@gmail.com
http://www.avitacarpet.com
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DMA OFFICE BEARERS

Rojan Thomas Sreu
Kambath
Vice President

President Secretary

Akash Abraham Sanju Koithara
Joint Secretary

Baijy Joseph
Joint Treasurer

Shaji Thomas
Treasurer

George Joseph Sunil Paingol SabariSurendran  Mini Saijan Salina Thomas
Vanillam Mathew Panangavil BOT ExOfficio YF Co-ordinator WF President WEF Secretary
BOT Chairman BOT Vice BOT Secretary
Chairman

VENTURES

AN EXCEPTIONAL DESIGN BUILD EXPERIENCE.

ventures-design.com
(248) 767-1666
ventures@800lawnguru.com

Ventures is a premium design build service
specializing in custom landscapes. Our team of
sales consultants, designers, and construction
supervisors work hand in hand with each client
throughout their entire project to create inovative,
functional, and beautiful outdoor spaces.

We are pleased to offer flexible payment options,
II'lClUd]I’lg 12 month APR™
through Wells Fargo N al Bank.

*Subject to credit approval, Ask for details.
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Special Buffet Prices for Largest Vegetarian and
Lunch: Mon - Thu @ 7.99 | Fri - Sun @ 8.99 Non-Vegetarian
Dinner: Thu - Sun @ 9.99 Buffet in Town!

CATERING SPECIALS!

We cater for all occasions with live stations, dosa parties, chaat stations.

We serve delicious Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian dishes.

Call today for special pricing. Must mention miindia
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__ Delivery service available for residents in A _
SN Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield and Southfield * = 424

(*FOR ORDER OVER $20 ONLY - $3 EXTRA FOR DELIVERY CHARGES)
Please call and order from the menu below

First Restaurant to offer Delivery!
29205 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD, (Next to ABC Warehouse)

FARMINGTON HILLS. TEL: 248-553-7405

© miindia.com
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Mortgage Company

Aaron Wasserman

Centerbrook Mortgage Company LLC
28 North Saginaw Street suite #205, Pontiac, Ml 48323
NMLS#129622 | 248-310-2880 Direct | 248-851-2115 Fax
awasserman@centerbrookmortgage.com
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Call us for the best
acrfares to /ndia

Air
- 1
Vacation

Hotel & Cruise Booking

2K
G L@ BA L 9823 Bustleton Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19115
Off. 215-464-8253 | Toll Free (855) 363-5848

TRAVEL EXPERTS Email: info@GTEtravels.com | www.GTEtravels.com

New York (516) 321-4200 New Jersey (732) 853-8900 Philadelphia (215) 464-8253

Jacob M Jacob %
(734) 323-0512

Photography & Video
FortYolr Spemal Event
Arangptrams Weddlngs Family’
Portraits, Alb Design,
OCI & Passport Pictures

for Canada, India & USAS
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ABHINAYA SCHOOL OF DANCE, Michigan...
Rediscover the Beauty of Bharathanatyoun!

For exclusive training in
Bharathanatyam.Classes are for ages 5 and
up, in Novi and Troy , in a convenient and
stressfree atmosphere, condicted by

MrsDhanya Kuwmar Rao( Vani)

Abhinaya School proudly
showcases its students in
various performances in
and around Metro
Detroit. For Information
and registration please
visit www.asdmi.com or
call (586) 726 6945

JANUARY-APRIL-2015

Alesy

Namaste Flavours
ndian Cuisine

Delicious Indian Food
at Reasonable price

4749 Grand River Ave.
armington, Ml - 48335
hone: 248.471.5555

Proudly serving the Indian community from 2 locations — CANTON & NORTHVILLE
Authentic Indian groceries, frozen foods, pickles & movies

NORTHVILLE STORE LOCATED AT RIDGE RD AND 6 MILE
PHONE: 248-773-7343

— —

CANTON STORE LOCATED AT SHELDON AND CHERRY HILL
PHONE: 734-844-6702
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33148 Ryan Road, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48120 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Daily special sale of a single item at steep discount 27950 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 110
Contact 586-268-8225 for today's item A hamuGht s

Website: www.hpatelcpa.com

HP & Associates, P.C is a full-service accounting firm dedicated
to providing our clients with professional, personalized
services and guidance in wide range of financial and business needs.
We help small business owners and families plan
for the future and protect their assets.

We provide the following services:
ACCOUNTING & PAYROLL SERVICES:
= Accounting (Compilation), Review & Audit Services
= Complete Payroll Services (better than other Payroll Providers)
= Business Entity Start Up & Incorporation
= Quick Books Set up, Review & Training Services
TAX COMPLIANCE AND ADVISORY SERVICES:
= Tax return preparation & reviewing.
(Form 1040, 1120, 1065, 1041,990 & others)
= Tax Planning
= Payment of Sales and Use Tax
= Representation before IRS
CONSULTING SERVICES:
=  Business Consulting
= Financial & Pension Planning

Call us today to schedule a mutually convenient appointment

. 38435 Grand River Ave
Royal Curries Farmington Hills, MI-48335,
(248) 624 -1009
(248) 5343603

STATE FARM

G

INS URINCB

PD State Farm
Agency

-

Insurance &

Financial Services i oo

store serving the west
side of Detroit

Auto Life Home Business

(313) 817 1000
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Paradise Biryani Pointe
Authentic Hyderabadi Dum Biryani
In Farmington Hills, Michigan
DINE-IN - TAKEOUT - CATERING
—m—

Complete Car Repair Services e
- Domestic and Imports
&

Monthly Rental Cars

Experienced master mechanics on duty.
Reliable service at reasonable rates.
Serving the Indian community since 1992

43000 West 9 Mile Road, Unit#308, S .,
NOVi M] = 48 375 ::::z;:«.a]l?..asA.345.1;[.2-fa].53\6-2502 ) _IT::J:::_MI'__W:S_n:M
Phone: 248-230-8503 (Office): s S “ -

248-802-8023(Mobile)

GUESSING WVORKS SOMETIWES.
RHOWING WORKS ALL THE TIME.

At Kumon, we do more than help your child gain a mastery of reading
and math; we create a lifelong love of learning. Our specialized
learn |1g program is the catalyst for growth that makes a
successful future possible for your child — growth marked
b mofivation and an insatiable
p\u ion for learning

SI RAJ BA I G D Ds Pc Kumon Math & Reading Center of Northville

150 MainCentre #114, Northville, MI 48167
AN D Assoc IATE s 248.347 4491 » www.kumon.com/northville
Kumon Math & Reading Center of Novi - East
41431 West 10 Mile Rd., Novi, MI 48375 ab

24 8 -A 7 1 - 5 5 3 h 248.347 449 -www.k.;.lmon‘.commovi—easi

LWL AL ﬂlW’WIa’ﬂﬁUi'ﬁU‘Ill

Laser Dentistry, Filling, Root Canals, Crowns, "’.:‘,!ir%l-k' |, 24
Cleaning, Bridges, Dentures, and Braces e A e L .,rge:_é"f.‘fii:‘jijy-ir‘;
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED 7Y R

Academic Enrichment

EVENING & WEEKEND HOURS AVAILABLE

23304 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336

Serving the community for the past 20 years
providing a comfortable
and friendly atmosphere for the entire family




JANUARY-APRIL-2015

Are you tired of waiting too long for your prescriptions?

\_’ ol * Holding too long to get an answer from your pharmacist?
R e d ‘ h l I e S Paying too much for your prescriptions?
You deserve better service

Talk to our friendly and understanding staff at

43743 VAN DYKE , STERLING HEIGHTS ,M148314

PHARMATCY
P: 248799 -3900 29355 Northwestern Hwy
. = = Suite 220
F: 248-799- 3992 Sout(hﬁeld. MI 48034

X Free Delivery % Convenient Monthly Packaging
% Co-Pay Assistance % Discounted Pricing

@email.com, ourredchillies.com
A -

X Fast, Friendly Personal Service * Medication Reviews

* Accepts All major Insurance Plans

* Medical Equipments & Other Patient Supplies

@&M Healthy living...healthy you!
Physician
@

BIRYANI POpy

HealthCare
Network

INDIAN CUISINE

T R [ P T e T =

WE PROVIDE THE
BEST SERVICES FOR YOU

Port Huron Hospital 5t. joseph Mercy Port Huron 5t. John River District Hospital
1221 Pine Grove Ave. 2601 Electric Ave, 4100 River Rd.
Port Huron MI 48060 Port Huron MI 48060 East China M 48054

25750 NOVI ROAD, NOVI, MI48375
Tel: 248-380-6808
Email: bawarchibiryanipointofnovi@gmail.com
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ABDU HALAL MEATS
& GROCERY MARKET

42468 CHERRY HILL RD 734-335-7519
CANTON, MI 48187

734-335-7308
OPEN DAILY: 10:00 AM TO 9:00 PM

MUSIC LESSONS

NORTHVILLE MUSIC ACADEMY

* (Guitar ® Drums * Voice
* Piano ¢ Violin
* Brass/Woodwinds

First Lesson

FREE

(248) 305-3001

A\ 18600 Northille Rd. ¢ Suite 150 | Zpesens
Northille 5| *

\\ NorthvilleMusicAcademy.org

| ——

Best compliments

INDIA LEAGUE OF AMERICA (ILA)

In collaboration with
Michigan Asian Indian Community Organizations,
Proudly Presents...

INDIA DAY 2015

Celebrating India’s Independence, Culture & Tradition
Saturday August 15, 2015 (10:00 AM to 8:00 PM)
46100 Grand River Avenue, Novi MI-48374

FREE ADMISSIONS

www.lLAMichigan.org/IndiaDay
www. f /ILAMichigan

248-250-9708
2916 E. Long Lake Rd., Troy, MI 48085

& Home State Farm Ask about our

% Auto
referral programl!!
i lfe e

+ Bank
% Mutual Funds
4 Commercial Insurance ™

WWW.JAYMUNJ.COM
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Yummy in your tummy!

Prof: Omana George

PINEAPPLE PUDDING frequently, until there is no water content. Do not add

extra water. Layer the cooked pineapple on the bottom
of a 3 quart glash dish
Step 2: Beat egg white with half a cup of sugar. In a separated
container, beat egg yolk with half cup of sugar
Step 3: Boil milk with 1 cup sugar, stirring frequently. Slowly
add egg yolk mixture to the boiling milk. Need to stir
continuously throughout the process (Don’t worry even
if it curdles. Just put the contents in a blender and mix it
for 30 seconds). Add vanilla essence. Let this mixture
: cool to room temperature.
Step 4: Double boil gelatine powder (Boil water in a sauce
pan. Mix gelatine powder with % cup of cold water in a
. o small steel container. Please this steel container on top
INGREDIENS: ) of boiling_water and you can see gelatine. meI'Fing in
Milk = 1 litre water). Mix melted gelatine with the egg white mixture.
Step 5: Mix gelatine — egg mixture with milk (Milk should be
at room temperature). Pour this content on the top of
layered pineapple. Keep this in freezer for 15 minutes
and then move to refrigerator.
Step 6: Garnish with caramelized nuts or finely chopped fruits.
Serve cold.

1

2. Eggs—5 nos (separated white and yolk)

3. Sugar-3cups

4. Plain gelatine powder — 3 treaspoons

5. Onefresh pineapple

6. Vanillaessence -1 teaspoon

Step 1: Chop pineapple finely to small pieces. Cook chopped
pineapple mixed with 1 cup of sugar in a pan, stirring

For gravy
Chopped Garlic — 1 teaspoon
Chopped Ginger — 1 teaspoon
Big onion — 2 nos. Chopped
Green bell pepper — 1
Tomato — 1 big or 2 small (Mix in the bleder with
1 teaspoon of water)
| Soya sauce — % teaspoon
Coriander leaves — 2 tablespoon
Step 1: Cut chicken to small pieces, clean and drain
out water. Chicken should be dry. Mix all the
: o \ contents for marinating and chicken together. Let
INGREDIENTS this marinate for 3-4 hours.
Chicken — 1 whole. Cut to small peaces. Step 2: Boil oil in a frying pan. Shallow fry chicken
For marination pieces and spread it on a paper towel to drain all
Ginger paste — 1 tablespoon the oil.
Garlic paste — 1 tablespoon Step 3: Saute chopped garlic, ginger and onion until
Black pepper powder — 1 teaspoon golden brown. Add chopped bell pepper and
Red chilly powder — 1 tablespoon sauté until it wets. Add tomato paste and cook
Cornflour — 2 tablespoon for 5 minutes. Add % teaspoon of soy sauce.
Soya Sauce — 1 teaspoon Step 4: Add chicken pieces to the gravy and mix it
Egg—1 well. Cook 15 minutes in low flame with lid closed.
Salt to taste Garnish with coriander leaves.
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&Themas Se Assocnates

V Full S WC O LIm
S
24639 Willowbrook, Novi MI 48375 Success

*tr'vlces we offer: v

Tax Preparation (Individual and Bqnm)
Tax Planning _,h
Small Business Accounting

Payroll

Quick Books Services

New Business Formation

@ O 90 O O

Authorized IIRS e-file provider & Quick Books Certilied

Call: (248) 470-2200
: diaz.thomas@thethomasandassociates.com
Fax: (248) 488-9848

pin for FREE tax saving infornmation.

We carry
* Frozen foods All Puja product
* Frozen and fresh fish And Idols
* Dry fish
* Dry foods
* Organic dal
* Flours
* IMasala and rice

New 38350 W 10 Mile Rd
Location Farmington, M| 48335
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A letter to
MALALA

|
Dear Malala,

"When the Congratulations on winning the Nobel Peace Prize. | never wrote a letter to a Nobel
. Prize recipient in the past. So | write this not just to congratulate you on winning the
whole world is Nobel Prize but also to thank you for showing me, what a girl who is just 5 years older to
silent, even one me can do for this world, for showing me how courageous a girl can be to fight even the
. terrorist. Thank you for fighting for our right of education and thank you for not being
voice becomes silenced by the Taliban. | read your book, “ am Malala” and | want to tell you how much

powerful". impact it has made on my life.
" . . | have been asked many times by my teachers and parents in the past, “What | want to
Terrorism will be when | grow up”. | have seen most of my friends saying they want to become doctors or
H : engineers but | could never make up my mind. But the day I finished reading your book |
sPI" over if you realized what | want to become in my life. | read about your life as a Pakistani girl living
don't speak up". in a place where the Taliban were in control. You strived for girl’s education. When

everyone else silenced at the sight of Taliban, you spoke out knowing that your life was at
risk. Your bravery towards the Taliban has inspired me to become an activist for children’s
education in the future.

Your life is not just a story of courage and strength. You taught me lessons of forgiveness
too. It was always hard for me to forgive others when anyone did anything wrong to me.
| felt ashamed of myself when | read what you wrote about the man who shot you. You
wrote, “My only regret was that | hadn’t had a chance to speak to them before they shot
me. | didn’t even think a single bad thought about the man who shot me”.

I was born in your neighboring country India and lived there till my family moved to
United States in 2007. | visit our relatives in India every other year. During these trips, one
common thing | have seen in India is the children on the streets begging for money. | feel
sorry for them as they live in poverty. Most of them probably never even got the chance to
go to school and obtain a good education. | may never receive the Nobel Peace Prize or
ever be brave like you but | know | can make a difference. | can start by donating to
SOJ aKureekkattil charities that help support education for children.

. Thank you Malala for writing this inspiring book. Now | finally have the answer to my
ReUtherthMlddleSChOOI' question to what | want to be. You wrote in your concluding paragraph, “peace in every
6" Grade. home, every street, every village, every country, and education for every boy and every girl

in the world is my dream”. The day | finished reading your book, it has become my dream
too.

Malala Yousafzai
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WVisit v mlindia corm or contact lrlfcr@rraiind a.com for mor

URON Tax & Financial
Serwces LLC

3098 Benmngton Dr N

Wixom. M 48303 6eoeT Vamm s EAJBA~ “§
|, Cell: 248-921-9941 st N
il Fellow, National Tax Pactice nstitute (NTPI
Fax: 248-679-1553 !
Email: ag)fcvann@aol com  Enrolled Agent Authorized to Represent You Before IRS
www.NAEA.org www.MiSEA.org IVAVAA Y e s NI & ale) 1]
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SAIJAN KANIYODIKAL

Detroit Malayal ee Association alwaysplay acrucial
rolein charity eventsintheUSand India. DMA delivers
100% of the charity directly to the needy. Every year
we distribute a substantial amount from our fundsto the
under previleged and the DMA members volunteer to
help with the charity events. Like the previous years,
Detroit Malayal ee Association hopesto continueto help
the needy people.

allales’ @leseud e;smga;ua
3900 H21Q) RICR @0@@0@1

By
dlumua s3SI

DMA CHARITY REPORT

Humanitarian efforts through charity activities
is part of the DNA of DMA.

Earlier this year, DMA encountered the humbling
story of Mr. Rajesh from Kurichy, Kerala, India. Seeing
his deep need for financial assistance, DMA decided to
fund Mr. Rajesh financially.

Mr. Rajesh was diagnosed with decompensated
chronicliver diseasewith SBT & hepatic encephal opathy.
Dr. Venugopal of KIMS Hospital Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, estimated an expense for surgery and post-
surgery treatment as Rs.30 Lakhs

A detailed investigation was conducted by DMA to
understand the validity of this charity request. During
our investigation one of the most awe-inspiring moment
was when we found out that Rajesh’s wife Mrs. Manju
full-heartedly volunteered to donate her liver for her
husband. DMA committee was convinced that Mr.
Rajesh deserved financial support and he had to go
through a lifesaving surgery immediately. DMA raised
and send $1160.00 to Mrs. Manju. DMA Executive
member, Mr. Sudarsana Kurup coordinated this charity
effort.

Due to external health complications, Mr. Rajesh
was unable to go through the surgery on the scheduled

GET




date. The surgery wasrescheduled till the complications
were dissolved. Mr. Rgjesh never had the opportunity to
obtain the surgeryand he passed away on February
12 2015.

But Mr. Rgjesh’s wish of donating his eyes for
another life was fulfilled. Mr. Rajesh’s exemplary
compassion to humanity and life should be recognized.

DMA would like to express our deepest condolences to

Mr. Rajesh’sfamily.

Operation Get Down

During thiswinter, D M A women'’sforum collected
blankets, sweaters, sweatshirts, boots, coats, gloves, etc
worth $1000 and donated them to “ Operation Get Down”.

Operation Get Down, Inc. is a non-profit,
community-based agency serving metro Detroiterssince
1971. Centrally located at the intersection of Harper and
Gratiot avenue, OGD hasbeen amainstay of the Eastside
community for more than four decades. Operation Get
Downisaresidential substance-abuse treatment, mental -
health, and homeless and transitional housing facility.
They offer a myriad of services for people who are
afflicted and seek toimprovetheir lives. They serve over
35, 000 clients each year.

Adopt-a-Road program

Detroit Malayalee Association is the first and the
only Indian association in Michigan to do the Adopt-a-

Al
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Road program. Last year we started the program in
partnership with Oakland County and adopted the
Dequindre Road between 14 and 16 Mile. This year we
have added one more road, which is the Novi Road
between Grand River and 8 Mile. DMA members
hel ped by retrieving trash and debris on both side of the
roads. We will have four cleaning events this year, and
in each event about fifty members of DMA, Women's
forum members, and Youth forum will participate.

HEMANT SHAH: 248.888.8181 |

Mango Chutney, Mango Lassi
Mango Mortgage.

TheyTe hard to ive without!

MORTGAGE

MANGOMORTGAGE@GMAIL.COM
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I E Real
Estate

REALTOR® One

GEORGE CHIRACKAL
586-604-7407 (Cell)

586-783-7888 x 438 (Office)
Email: gchirackal@realestateone.com
Web: www.realestateone.com/gchirackal

CONTACT
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FORFHE BEST FARES FROM DETROIT TO

Cochin - $ 1020
Trivandrum - $ 1020
Kozhikode —$ 1125

Sample fares based on departure before 13th of May

*Fares include fuel and taxes
Subject to availability and change

Check your car for a special gift from

1-877-FLY-JAYA (359-5292)
WWW.JAYATRAVEL.COM




About us:

Sistar Mortgage, headquartered in Shelby Township, Michigan, is a HUD-approved
Correspondent Lender licensed in 25 states with branches in Texas, California, Washington and Kansas.
We offer Conventional and Jumbo financing as well as FHA, Rural Development and Renovation loans.

We believe that maintaining high standards, utilizing the best technology platforms and creating a positive,
customer-focused business model truly sets us apart in today’s mortgage industry. We strive to become an
advocate for our customers and gain the trust that earns us a customer for life.

Investment Properties, Second Homes and Vacation Homes
Home Equity Loans

Jumbo loans up to 90% LTV

Extensive experience with Self-Employed borrowers

Specialized in borrowers with U.S. Visa types: H1B, EAD, E1, L1 and TN

Contact us today to learn about the Sistar Mortgage personal approach to

Minimizing Cost, Maximizing Investment for our customers.

Please Contact Mohan Panangavil at 248-670-9044 or Rajeev Gandhi at 586-909-2195
www.SistarMortgage.com - 888.841.4238
NMLS#: 68434




IN THE HILLS

KOSHY GEORGE (Shaji)
Realtor®

36700 WOODWARD AVE, #100
BLOOMEFIELD HILLS, MI 48304-0929
OFFICE: 248-646-5000/800-521-3021
Fax: 248-283-2810

Cell: 586-524-8021
KoshyGeorge@remax.net
WWW.KoshyGeorge.com

Full Time Real Estate Services
Residential & Commercial
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Global, Tiruvalla Ph: 0469-2634355 | 9447802967






